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with the hope of inducing a larger use of this type of activity. He sets up a 
straw man, arguing, in the first four chapters, for a point that is ahnost uni- 
versally conceded — the use of the drama in religious training. But the 
material is not wasted, for he gives us a splendid survey of the history of the 
drama, the play movement, and educational dramatics. The following eight 
chapters are devoted to practical suggestions for the development of church and 
community dramatics. Such topics as theme-selecting, story-playing, helps 
for producing, and types of dramatic production are considered. The last 
chapter pleads for a wider use of dramatics, not only to inculcate religious 
ideals, but also to further Americanization and to promote that social conscious- 
ness which should become world-wide. 

While this book will prove interesting and profitable to anyone interested 
in the subject, it will be of special help to those who are trying to provide this 
special form of training through boys' and girls' clubs, Sunday schools, vaca- 
tion Bible schools, and like organizations. The bibUographies with the author's 
helpful comments will be of great value to those wishing other material on the 
subject. 

Ernst E. Wellemeyer 



Handbook for teachers of nature-study. — Courses in nature-study in the 
elementary school have frequently suffered because of two conditions. The 
first of these is the lack of weU-organized materials appropriate to the needs 
and interests of children of the elementaiy-school level. The second condition 
which has hindered the development of nature-study courses is the lack of 
teachers with a breadth of scientific experience of the type which enables them 
to see the significant elements in common natural phenomena. The majority 
of teachers of nature-study in the grades have not specialized in science but 
depend for their information on a brief survey of the field secured during their 
normal-school course, plus whatever reading they can devote to the subject. 
It is primarily to enrich the experience of the teachers of this subject that 
Dr. Downing has recently written a nature guide.' 

The book is somewhat broader than its title implies. In the first four 
chapters the author introduces some of the fundamentals of nature-study under 
the titles "The Changmg Face of Nature," "The World in the Making," 
"The Story of Our Rock Foundation," and "The Glacial Period." These 
chapters are in no sense a dry summary of scientific principles but, on the 
contrary, are concrete descriptions of the subjects under discussion, with many 
illustrations and examples. The following chapters are organized around 
particular regions and special topics, as, for example, "The Dunes and Their 
Plants," "Interdunal Ponds and Tamarack Swamps," and "Animals of the 
Dunes." 

' Elliot Rowland Downing, A Naturalist in the Great Lakes Region. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1922. Pp. xxv^-328. $3.50. 
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The book provides a clear account in simple language of the geological and 
physiographic development of the earth as far as the existence of plants and 
animals is affected. It gives a wealth of description of the plant and animal 
life in the Great Lakes region, supplying both the common and scientific 
names. These descriptions are accompanied by excellent illustrations, the 
book containing more than four hundred and fifty figures and drawings. It 
provides, therefore, a useful nature-study guide for field work by teacher and 
class. 

The use of the book will not be limited to the nature-study group. The 
following quotation shows the author's purpose in this respect: 

It is hoped the volume may serve as an advanced general science, particularly for 
those teachers who believe that science instruction at its best is an attempt to interpret 
the signifioince of the commonplace. It craves audience, too, of all those nature- 
lovers who desire an introduction to the study of the things about them as one means 
of culture. The several type regions are treated in separate chapters, so that one 
may take it as a companion to the Dunes, the forest, the prairie, the river valley and 
learn by means of the brief descriptions and illustrations to identify the plants, animals, 
and physiographic processes encountered, and appreciate something of their meaning 
[p. ix]. 

The book is published in pocket size with limp leather cover, which will 
add to its usefulness as a field guide. It provides a wealth of concrete material 
which the teacher of nature-study will be able to use to excellent advantage. 



Improving rural life. — President Roosevelt once declared that our civilization 
rests at bottom on the wholesomeness, the attractiveness, and the complete- 
ness, as well as on the prosperity of the country district. Since the appoint- 
ment of his Country Life Commission in 1908 there has been an increasing 
interest in country-life problems, an increasing improvement resulting from it. 
Mr. MacGarr's book' emphasizes especially the social phases of rural life and 
is addressed especially to preachers, teachers, and those pubUc-spirited citizens 
who are particularly interested in the problems relating to the betterment of 
the general condition of rural social life. The author's attitude is represented 
in his own words as follows: 

Rural improvement means developing a better people — more inteUigent, more 
capable of appreciating those finer things that lead to culture, more patriotic in the 
deep and genuine sense; not merely "raising more com to feed more hogs to buy more 

land to raise more corn." The farmer is of more consequence than the farm 

Farmers are middle-class people, neither enervated by luxury nor crushed by poverty. 
.... The country people must depend upon themselves to solve their prob- 
lems Teachers and clergymen are among the natural leaders in rural better- 
ment [p. 10]. 

■ Llewellyn MacGakk, The Rural Community. New York: Macmillan Co., 
1922. Pp. 239. 



